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October 2024

On the cultivation of double major skills

The All Directional Innovative Challenger Ph.D. Project requires project students to find
a “second academic advisor” in a field different from your main major and to achieve
results in two fields.

Having two majors (double major) will bring a multifaceted perspective and new ideas
to your research activities and will also lead to greater opportunities for innovation.

Please act with ambition and keep your antennae out wide and acquire the ability to
double major.

How to Find Your Second Field of Study

® Plan a “Self-Development Internships, Study Abroad, and Training programs” and
participate in a program that will allow you to gain specialized knowledge in a field
other than your main subject (after screening, ALDIC-PhD will provide financial
support).

® Engage in activities in a research field different from that of your doctoral
program, which you majored in during your undergraduate or master's program.

@ Participate in exchange events with other project students or hold the “ALDIC-PhD
Students Forum”. By actively communicating and exchanging opinions with people
involved in research in fields you don't usually encounter, you can discover
unexpected connections and methods of application for your own research and
broaden the scope of your research.

etc.

About the Certification of Double Major Potential

At the end of the project, you will be asked to submit a “Report on Double Major

Potential”. After the Curriculum Committee has deliberated on the content of your
activities in the doctoral program, a “Certificate of Double Major Potential” will be
issued to those who have been certified, along with a graduate school completion
certificate.

Examples of activities that lead to the development of double major skills

(Nursing x Engineering]
A project student from the Nursing course participated in an engineering seminar to
learn the basics of engineering, which he had been interested in for some time. He
analyzed the walking conditions of patients with heart disease using artificial
intelligence and developed software to support nurses in observing the condition of
patients. By presenting the perspective of his main course of study, nursing, he was
able to create something that was highly compatible with the medical field.

(Japanese Culture x Preventive Medicine]
A project student from the Department of Humanities and Public Policy participated in
a seminar at the Preventive Medicine Laboratory in order to develop her own
research, which reexamines modern Japanese society from the perspective of
“common value bonds”. By incorporating the perspective of social epidemiology, she
was able to conduct cross-sectional research on “inclusion and exclusion surrounding
hobby bonds”.

% For more information on other case studies, please refer to the guidance
document “Activities required of Project Students” (available on Moodle).




Q&A on double Major skills

Q. Isit a compulsory activity for project students to acquire double major skills?
A Yes. All students are required to submit a “Report on Double Major Potential”
" upon completion of the project.
Q. Are there any criteria or guidelines for “fields different from the main major”?
It is preferable that the field is as different from the main major as possible, but
A. itis not necessary for it to be in a different graduate school. However, at least
the sub-division of the research grant screening category must be different.
Q. What exactly does “results in the second major field of study” mean?
It is desirable that you make a presentation at a conference or publish a paper,
but this is not a requirement.
A You will be asked to report on what knowledge and skills you have acquired in
" your second field of specialization, and how you have found differences and
connections with your main field of specialization.
(For details, please refer to the report format).
Q Do I need to find a second supervisor even if I am a qualified doctor, pharmacist
" or nurse, or if I already have research experience in another field?
In addition to your main academic advisor, you will need to receive guidance
A. . . . . ,
from another academic advisor in a different field.
Q Do I have to find an academic advisor in the second field of study among the
" faculty at Chiba University?
It is desirable, but you can also ask such people to be your academic advisor in
A. the second field as specially appointed professor, a researcher affiliated with an
external organization, or a researcher you met while studying abroad.
Q When deciding on an academic advisor in the second field of study, do I need to
" notify the project staff or my supervisor?
There is no need to complete any advance registration or other procedures.
A However, you may be asked to report on your progress in a questionnaire, or to
" include information about your second research supervisor (tentative) and
activity plan in your “Challenge Plans for Independent research”.
Q. When do I submit a “Report on Double Major Potential”?
It must be submitted upon completion of the doctoral program.
A. The same applies if financial support from the project ends due to employment
as a DC or exceeding the standard period of study.
Q. Can I use my research funds for research activities in the second field of study?
You can use your research funds to pay for expenses within the scope of the
A plan you have described in your “Challenge Plans for Independent research”.

If you need to travel to study in the second field, you can also apply for the
“Self-development Internships, overseas Study and Training”.
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